
SOCIAL HOUSING

We have established 
an enviable 
reputation within 
the Social Housing 
sector with our 
cross-disciplinary 
team offering a 
‘one-stop-shop’ for 
our social housing 
clients.

Our dedicated team of housing 
specialists act across a diverse 
range of services, from development 
and acquisitions, employment, 
commercial disputes, procurement and 
conveyancing, together with housing 
management.  We have considerable 
expertise working for registered 
providers and developers. 

Key Areas of Expertise
Housing Management
Batchelors’ Housing Management team 
has an unrivalled reputation within the 
Social Housing sector and has been 
acting for Social Landlords for over 80 
years.  We currently represent over 60 
registered providers and our cross-
disciplinary team of specialist lawyers 
boasts an outstanding proactive 
presence within the sector. 

We advise on a vast array of matters 
including issues relating to:

 •   Possession cases - from rent 
arrears to securing possesion 
orders and breach of tenancy

 •   Harassment, nuisance and anti- 
 social behaviour

 •   Injunctions - we regularly obtain  
  Injunctions in the County Court,  
often “without notice”, in  
24 hours or less

•  Disrepair and Dilapidations

•  Leasehold Management

They are head and shoulders above the other firms in terms 
of advice, fees and success rates“ ”Chambers UK 2019



 
 
 

Development 
The continued rise in private and public 
sector development and regeneration 
activity in the South of England during 
the past couple of years has seen 
Batchelors build on its reputation and 
expertise in these sectors. 

Our growth is based not only on the 
strong relationships with our clients, 
but on producing a consistently high 
standard of work in a cost-effective 
and efficient manner. Drawing upon 
our sound knowledge and commercial 
awareness we are able to meet our 
clients’ needs whatever the issue 
and offer practical solutions to their 
concerns. The scope of our services 
include:

•   Development & Acquisition        
projects

•   Construction Contracts and collateral 
warranties

•   Investments acquisition and 
disposals of office, retail and other 
commercial premises

 •   Leasehold acquisitions, renewals  
and termination

•    Planning and Environmental issues

• Stock Transfers and Stock Swaps 
•  Plot sales
 •   Right to Buy, Right to Acquire 

and ‘Buy Back’
•  Shared Ownership Schemes
•  Rural Housing Schemes
•  Equity Sharing Schemes

 

 
Procurement
We provide advice to Contracting 
Authorities (including housing 
associations and ALMOs) on their 
obligations under the Public Contracts 
Regulations. Our expert team of 
lawyers are especially well versed 
in advising on all stages of the 
Regulation process, from when the 
Regulations apply, the process  
to be followed, evaluation criteria and 
the consequences of failing to follow 
the Regulations.

In addition, we can deliver a service 
tailored to your specific requirements 
as well as offering our expertise on 
underlying contractual documentation 
matters, such as Framework 
Agreements of Partnering Agreements 
and where required assisting with the 
drafting of OJEU (the Official Journal 
of the European Union) notices, 
invitations and contract  
award notices.

 

 

 

Commercial Property
Our team acts for clients across 
the broad spectrum of commercial 
property and has considerable 
expertise in acting for developers 
and registered providers. We are 
committed to providing solid prompt 
advice based on our in-depth 
knowledge and understanding of the 
sector, including advising on:
•  Commercial leases

•   Sale and purchase of commercial 
businesses

•  On and off licences

•   Commercial sale and purchase 
of both freehold and leasehold 
properties

•   Commercial mortgages to 
individuals, companies and social 
landlords

 •   Site acquisition and plot disposal 
for developers and registered 
social landlords

....a top-ranked firm in social housing, 
and rightly so; the firm fields a team of 
leading practitioners that provides the 

highest quality of customer service
Legal 500, 2019

“
”



Shared Ownership  
& Homebuy
We have considerable experience 
in all matters relating to Shared 
Ownership, Social Homebuy (as well 
as standard Right to Buy and Right to 
Acquire) and Open Market Homebuy.

We offer support at all stages  
of the legal process including:

•  Ensuring development   
progresses smoothly for  
all mixed tenure schemes.

•  Advising on funding    
projects and drafting    
appropriate agreements.

•  Assisting in plot sales  
including liaising with lenders   
over Mortgagee Protection        
Clauses (MPCs) and appropriate 
undertakings. As well as shared 
owners   in subsequent disposals.

• Staircasing arrangements   
 including reverse staircasing.

We have been involved in several high 
profile claims for possession against 
shared owners and have sought and 
obtained injunctions to enforce the 
terms of agreements.

We draft appropriate and effective 
Shared Ownership agreements taking 
into account practical issues avoiding 
many of the pitfalls caused by the use 
of model agreements. 

Dispute Resolution
We have a historical reputation 
within the social housing sector, for 
our tough but pragmatic approach 
to handling our clients’ must win 
disputes. Our team has the breadth 
and depth of knowledge and 
expertise to deal with the most 
complex of issues. We are highly 
experienced in using the most 
appropriate options for dispute 
resolution including Adjudication, 
Arbitration and Mediation.  We 
regularly advise on: 

•  Construction disputes and 
adjudication, particularly  
in the public sector

• Building disputes

• Commercial contract disputes

• Company law disputes

• Company Directors’ Disqualification  
 Act Proceedings

• Professional negligence

Employment 
 
Employment law impacts every 
company and businesses are finding 
it increasingly difficult keeping up 
with the rapid changes to the law, 
maximising their chances of a 
dispute. We offer our Social Housing 
clients a specialised employment 
law service, which is practical and 
cost effective with the needs of their 
businesses in mind.  We advise on all 
employment related issues including:
•   Drafting of employer 

documentation

•  Unfair dismissal

•  Discrimination

•   Restrictive covenants clauses   
and injunctions

•  Disciplinary and grievance   
  procedures

•  Employee benefits

•   Representing clients at 
Employment Tribunals

Banking & Finance 
 
Our banking lawyers have significant 
experience in acting for lenders and 
borrowers, including RPs on a wide 
range of matters including:
•  Funding for developments, the 

acquisition of investment and 
commercial stock, and other 
acquisition projects

•  Advising on loan agreements, legal 
charges, debentures and other 
forms of security documentation

• Collateral Warranties

•  Postponement and subordination of 
charges

•  Due Diligence and Independent 
review of bank security and loan 
documentation



Batchelors Solicitors 
batchelors@batchelors.co.uk
www.batchelors.co.uk
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