
 

 
 

Probate and Estate Administration 

Pricing 

We are flexible with our pricing structure and we can adapt our service to meet your 

individual needs. We provide below information about our services and the range of prices 

that we charge. However, we much prefer speaking to our clients and would be delighted to 

discuss your requirements over the phone in order to provide you with advice about the most 

suitable service for your particular needs. Please call us on 0208 768 7000 

The administration of an estate can be broken down into 3 distinct stages:- 
 

1. Register the death with all asset and liability holders and ascertain the values of 

those assets and liabilities at the date of death. This includes assets in the deceased 

sole name and joint assets. It also includes finalising the deceased’s income tax 

affairs to the date of their death. 

 
2. Using the information obtained in stage 1 – Complete the appropriate Inland 

Revenue account (dependant on the size and nature of the estate) and calculate any 

inheritance tax due and arrange payment. Prepare the Executors or Administrators 

Oath and then apply to court for the Grant of Representation/Probate. 

 
3. Register the Grant, collect in estate assets, discharge liabilities – including income 

tax (both pre & post death), prepare estate account and transfer /distribute assets to 

those entitled under the Will or, where there is no Will, under the intestacy. 

We can assist you with some part of the above 3 stages or all of them. Please do call us to 

discuss your needs. 

OUR RANGE OF PRICES 
 

Our pricing and timescales are dependent on your needs and the nature and extent of the 

estate. 

Batchelors pricing range is based on 2 different levels of service – Fixed Fee Grant Only 

service or Full Administration service. 

We provide below examples of both to assist in demonstrating the likely costs which are 

based on all assets being situated in the UK and the administration of the estate being un- 

contested. 

1. Fixed Fee Grant only Service 
 

You deal with stages 1 & 3 yourself and provide us with the information required in order for 

us to deal with stage 2. Once Probate is granted our involvement ends. The scale of 



 

 
 

charges provided below includes a meeting with the executor/personal representative. The 

price range allows for the varying client support needed. 

We charge one of 2 fixed fees for this service depending on the type of application required. 
 

• simple estate with no tax to pay is £1,000-£1,250 +VAT plus Court fee of £155. We 

are normally in a position to apply for Probate within 3 weeks of receiving from you 

signed terms of business and a schedule of the assets and liabilities. Once the 

Administrators/Executor’s have signed the papers we submit them to court on your 

behalf. The Probate Registry currently takes 8-10 weeks to issue the Grant. 

Total time approximately 11-13 weeks 

 
 

• more complicated estate with tax to pay is £1,750-£2,250 +VAT plus Court fee of 

£155. We normally have the Inland Revenue account & inheritance tax calculations 

prepared within 3-4 weeks of receiving from you signed terms of business, schedule 

of the assets and liabilities and supporting documentation. Once signed, we will 

submit the Inland Revenue account to HMRC and advise you on how much 

Inheritance tax needs to be paid on submission. HMRC currently take 5-6 weeks to 

process the return and issue form IHT421, the receipt required for us to make the 

application to Court for Probate. The Probate Registry typically take 8-10 weeks to 

issue the Grant. 

 
Total time approximately 4-5 months 

 

2 Full administration service 
 

We handle stages 1, 2 and 3 for you and take the burden of the administration away from 

you. The exact cost will depend on the individual circumstances of the matter and can vary 

substantially from one administration to another. It is not always the value of the estate that 

increases the cost but the nature and number or assets/liabilities and also the number of 

beneficiaries. We can, and will, advise you on how to reduce administration costs and 

inheritance tax. For full administration service we charge on a time spent basis and our 

hourly rates are set out below. 

Sarah Hickey £265 + VAT 

Nick Stotesbury £265 + VAT 

Edward White - £265+VAT 

Annmarie Jones - £235 +VAT 

Dalia Sainsbury - £145 +VAT 



 

 
 

If the estate is a taxable and complicated estate or we have the added responsibility of 

acting as executors then, in addition to the hourly rate, we may also charge 1% of the gross 

value of the estate. 

To provide guidance on the range of costs and timescales in relation to our full 

administration service, we detail below 4 example cases which might apply to the 

circumstances of your own case:- 

 
 

1 A Simple Case. 
 

Facts of Case 
 

Mrs X was 85 years old when she died and her husband Mr X asked us to sort out probate 

to her estate as he was the executor of her will. There was a jointly owned property, valued 

at £400,000. There were 3 sole bank accounts, 1 cash ISA, 2 joint accounts and some 

premium bonds. Liabilities – one credit card and funeral. There were 2 cash legacies of 

£10,000 and the rest of the estate passed to Mr X 

Reasons why this was a simple case 

There was only one executor. The house and some of the bank accounts were held as joint 

tenants with Mr X. No Inheritance Tax was payable. All beneficiaries were adults. At date of 

death Mrs X was not a taxpayer. Batchelors prepared Mrs X’s Will. Mr X was prompt and 

well organised in responding to our requests for papers and information. 

Costs and Timescale 
 

This matter was handled by an experienced solicitor. Once instructed, we were able to sort 

out the entire estate in just over 4 months. Our bill was £3,500 plus vat of £700 and 

disbursements. Please see the end of the document for details of the usual probate 

disbursements. 

Our price included meeting with Mr X several times and advising him on ways to mitigate 

inheritance tax on his death. 

2 Typical Non Taxable 
 

Facts of Case 
 

Mr B Died, his wife Mrs B, died 3 years before. The matrimonial home was worth £550,000 

and there were 3 bank accounts, 3 certificated shareholdings, a life policy and a stocks and 

shares investment ISA. These totalled £180,000 in value. There were no liabilities other  

than funeral. Mr B had made gifts in the last 7 years totalling £20,000. He left a will 

appointing his two daughters as the executors. He left 8 fixed legacies to charitable 

beneficiaries totalling £60,000 and the rest to his daughters. 

The reasons why this was a typical non-taxable case. 



 

 
 

We dealt with Mrs B’s Probate and had the necessary papers stored in our system to enable 

us to claim the transferrable nil rate band. We prepared the will in a tax efficient manner to 

take advantage of exemptions and there was no possibility of claims against the estate. 

No Inheritance Tax was payable. All beneficiaries were adults or registered charities. The 

charities received a fixed legacy rather than a percentage share of the estate. At date of 

death Mr B was not a taxpayer. We were able to claim exemption for the lifetime gifts made. 

The executors were prompt and well organised and dealt with the funeral, clearing the 

property and utilities. The property was in a desirable area and easy to sell. The paperwork 

was well organised and all original policy documents and certificates were located. 

Costs and Timescale 
 

This matter was handled by an experienced solicitor. Once instructed, we were able to sort 

out the entire estate in just over 6 months from being instructed and our property department 

dealt with the sale of the property (which was charged for separately). Our bill for the 

administration of the estate was £6,000 plus vat of £1,200 and the disbursements listed 

below. Please see the end of the document for details of the usual Probate disbursements. 

The time included several meetings with the executors, getting to know them and advising 

them on ways to mitigate inheritance tax on their own estates. 

3 Typical Taxable Estate 
 

Facts of the case 
 

Mr W was 75 when he died. He was a divorcee. His sister, the executor appointed in the will 

asked us to assist with obtaining probate. He had 3 adult children. He owned a property 

worth £700,000. He held 4 bank accounts and had 2 private pensions, a life insurance policy 

and a portfolio of stocks and shares managed by a stockbroker. These totalled £400,000. 

There was an outstanding balance on the mortgage of £50,000, a credit card and funeral. He 

made regular gifts to his children of £5,000 a year. He left a will appointing his sister and his 

brother, who had died before him, as the executors. He left his sister and brother a legacy of 

£20,000 and the rest of the estate to his 3 children. 

Reasons why this was a typical taxable estate. 

Due to his divorce, there was no transferrable spouse allowance available so Mr W only had 

his nil rate band available. In order to reduce his tax liability Batchelors ensured that all 

available exemptions were claimed. Inheritance Tax was payable, which Batchelors 

calculated and organised payment of. The will, although not prepared by Batchelors, was 

well drafted. Because Mr W’s brother had died, the sister was the sole executor and needed 

a lot of support. We visited her at home as well as at Mr W’s home to collect all paperwork. 

Mr W was a taxpayer and Batchelors resolved his tax affairs up to the date of death. Trust 

and estate tax returns were also required. The property was in a poor state which meant that 

it was difficult to sell. 



 

 
 

Costs and timescale 
 

This matter was handled by an experienced partner. Once instructed we were able to sort 

out the entire matter in in just over 10 months. This included selling the property, which was 

difficult. Our property department dealt with the sale of the property (which was charged for 

separately). Our bill for the administration of the estate was £8,500 plus vat of £1,700 and 

the disbursements listed below. Please see the end of the document for details of the usual 

Probate disbursements. 

4 Complex Estate 
 

Facts of the case 
 

Mr S was 88 when he died. He was a widow and his wife had died the year before leaving 

everything to Mr S. Mr S had two daughters and a son. Although Mr S enjoyed a good 

relationship with his daughters, he had not spoken to his son for 20 years. The matrimonial 

home was worth £1.3 million. There was an apartment in Spain worth £250,000 and a 

Spanish bank account. There were a number of certificated shareholdings and 5 bank 

accounts as well as ISAs with several building societies and Premium Bonds worth £20,000. 

The total value of all assets, including those inherited from his wife, amounted to £2.2 

million. The only liabilities were funeral and utilities. He left a will appointing his two 

daughters as the executors. He left 6 fixed cash legacies, 3 to charities and 3 to 

grandchildren who were under 18. The rest went to his 2 daughters. He left no provision for 

his son. 

Reasons why this was a Complex estate. 
 

Batchelors did not prepare Mr or Mrs S’ wills and had not dealt with Mrs S’ probate. 

Nevertheless Batchelors reviewed both estates and were able to identify ways to mitigate  

the inheritance tax by way of Deed of Variation in Mrs S’ estate, to ensure that all possible 

exemptions were available to claim in Mr S’ estate. By reviewing both estates Batchelors 

were able to save Mr S’ estate £100,000 of inheritance tax which would have otherwise been 

payable. 

Some Inheritance Tax was still payable which Batchelors calculated and organised payment 

of. The will was not prepared by Batchelors and the Will Writers had not considered fully the 

inheritance tax that could be payable or the possible claims on the estate. Hence, Batchelors 

needed to advise on what options were available now. 

Due to assets being located overseas it was necessary to liaise with a Spanish notary (who 

invoiced the estate separately). This took some additional time. In addition to this, some of 

the beneficiaries- grandchildren were under 18 and additional measures needed to be taken. 

Much of Mr S’ paperwork was disorganised and the executors were busy professionals, who 

required Batchelors to deal with all aspects of the administration including dealing with all 

utilities and marketing the house. Mr S was a taxpayer and Batchelors resolved his tax 

affairs up to the date of death. Trust and estate tax returns were also required. 



 

 
 

During the course of the administration Batchelors received a letter from the estranged son, 

asking what entitlement he was to receive from his father’s estate. At Batchelors we are also 

specialists in contentious matters and probate claims and were therefore able to advise the 

executors on the merits of their brother’s claim. 

Costs and timescale 
 

This matter was handled by an experienced partner. Once instructed we were able to sort 

out the entire matter in in just over 14 months. This included selling the property. Our 

property department dealt with the sale of the property (which was charged for separately). It 

also includes a statutory waiting period which we advised the executors to observe to protect 

them against claims. Our bill for the administration of the estate was £16,000 plus vat of 

£3,200 and the disbursements listed below. 
 

Disbursements 
 

Disbursements are fees payable to third parties and would be the same at any firm. 
 

• Probate application fee of £155 

• Additional office copies of the Grant of Probate at £1.50 each 

• Office copy entries to land registry title at £3.00 plus 60p vat 

• Bankruptcy searches of £2 plus 40p vat per beneficiary 

• S27 Trustee Act notices in the London Gazette and Local Newspaper £210 
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